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do is half the battle. To win
through you need to
demonstrate your commitment
with relevant work experience,
a strong GV and a good
knowledge of the sector you're
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Are you going to take

2 gap vear first?

3 Planning is the key fo a Good gap year. Perhaps
You're taking time out to Gonsider your career
options and get some wark experience; perhaps
you'd just fike to gain Expirience of the wider world,
What you don't want js for your gap year to form an
embarrassing void on your CV which you can't
possibly |ustify in years to coma. For inspiration try
Www.yBaroutgroup.org and WW.gapyear.com
orread A Year Betwesn (Central Bureau).

6 Do you feel ready 1o
start applying for jobs?

7 Ressarch the industry you'ra targeting: check out
Yyour careers service, and industry sites {for a list,
try Www.careersa-2.co.uk). Identify the skills
emplayers are looking for. Da ¥ou possess them?
One way to find out if you've got the skills {and to
get them if you haven't), is to do work BxXperience,

8 Research the indiestry you're targeting:
check out your careers sarvice, and
industry sites (for a list, try
WWw.careersa-z.co.uk) ldentity the skjlls
employers in your chosen field arn
lnaking for. Visii careers fairs {0 to
Timelines on page 9), research employers
before you go, dress appropriately and
bring some copies of your CV and have
some intedligant questions to ask, Even
with a brilllant £V and breathtaking work
experience, uimately evarything may
rest on the impression you make a1
interview, so oet some practics in - your
caresrs service should be able to set up a
mock interview for you, The best way to
test yourself, improve your GV and aain
valuable contacts is, of COurse, work

experience,
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